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Washington, DC -- Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District)                sent a letter, signed by all 12 members of the Massachusetts congressional                delegation, to US Secretary of Veterans Affairs on behalf of the                Soldiers' Home in Holyoke. The letter was written in response to                a new federal regulation which would drastically reduce the number                of veterans that could live in the Soldiers' Home. The Holyoke Soldiers'                Home already has a waiting list of over 100 veterans. 

"The Soldiers' Home in Holyoke has long been a sanctuary for veterans                in need of long-term care," Olver said. " The Home already has an                enormous backlog of needy veterans so we must keep the doors open                to as many veterans as possible."

The federal regulation, announced last month, would set new requirements                for square footage and physical layout of rooms in veterans homes.                The regulation does not allow older state veterans homes, who would                have difficulty complying, to use a waiver.

Therefore, Olver's letter specifically requests that older facilities,                such as the Holyoke Soldiers' Home, be grandfathered so that the                new federal regulations would not apply. Olver asked his nine Massachusetts                House colleagues and the two senators to support the Soldiers' Home.              

Currently, the Soldiers' Home maintains 317 beds. If the Soldiers'                Home is forced to comply with the new federal guidelines, they would                lose 101 beds – almost 1/3 their capacity. 

Olver said that he expects the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to                make a decision by the end of the month. 

"My fingers are crossed that the Secretary will heed our request,"                Olver concluded.
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